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Academic Discourse: A Primer, in Trios



Zwiers (first 2:20)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r4s6rwl-fY

Some students—often those who are not engaged or are not learning as fast as others --  are likely to engage in a complementary pact with their teachers: Don’t push me out of my comfort zone, and I won’t express my frustration in ways that disrupt your class. Our work this year threatens to disrupt that agreement from both sides and must be approached with courage and sensitivity.

Look at the Project I4 Academic Discourse Framework and then respond to these questions, which we understand are perceptual responses. 

1. Where would you rate the math teaching in your school or the school you are using a site for practice regarding academic tasks and dialogue? 
a. Is your rating differentiated by any demographic groupings?
b. What evidence do you have to support this?

2. How can or do you expect Project I4 to guide your efforts to move toward student-generated academic discourse?
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Designer: Teacher-designed, directed &
controlled
Cognitive Demand: Typically low

Designer: Teacher-initiated & facilitated
Cognitive Demand: Medium to high, teacher-
facilitated

Designer: Teacher and student collaboratively-
designed & facilitated
Cognitive Demand: High cognitive demand

Teacher Role: Teacher-designed questions;
teacher-controlled protocols

Underlying focus: Often compliance & behavior-
driven; concerned with pacing & fidelity
Primary interaction relationship: Teacher-to-
student; often pseudo-discourse

Calling on strategies: Typically raised hands;
limited use of strategies for equitable access
Level of questions: Often recall and the
application questioning levels with few

Teacher Role: Teacher-initiated, including
encouraging student-to-student dialogue
Underlying focus: Student understanding and
teacher use of student experiences

Primary interaction relationship: Teacher-to-
student, with teacher encouragement of student-
to-student & small groups

Calling-on strategles: Designed for equitable
access of all students

Level of questions: Attention to higher cognitive

Teacher Role: Coaching students as facilitators;
warm demander & strong student relationships
Underlying focus: Encouraging more student-
facilitated groups

Primary interaction relationship: Student-to-
student

Calling on strategies: Primarily student-generated
questions & student-to-student interaction

Level of questions: Higher level questions that
elicit creative responses & authentic problem-

questions at higher cognitive levels level questions, including synthesis and creativity solving
Teacher role in questioning: All questions by Teacher role in questioning: Most questions Teacher role in questioning: Collaboratively
teacher; posed for short responses; teacher generated by teacher; questions range: recall to generated

often looking for right answers
Teacher-to-student dialogue: Typically one-way
dialogue and with a subset of students

Student responses: Inaudible and short; often
repeated by teacher or ignored if “wrong
answer”; teacher often repeats student
responses

analysis
Teacher-to-student dialogue: Focusing on
extensions

= Teacher asking for elaboration & clarification
*  Teacher requesting support for ideas

*  Student paraphrasing encouraged

*  Student questions encouraged

Student responses: Often recorded by students or
teachers; equitable access for student responses;
complex thinking and interactions in teacher-
student interchanges; multiple student ideas or
solutions considered; paraphrasing of student
responses encouraged

Teacher-to-student dialogue: Primarily coaching;
focusing on probing questions for deeper learning
Student responses: Student-to-student dialogue,
often initiated by students; student-driven
conversations; built on and challenging ideas of
other students; ideas supported with evidence,
often co-generated





